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HYMN - 64 “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”

We follow the Service of Word and Sacrament on page 26.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to
think earnestly on the brevity of our lives and on the immensity of
your goodness. Help us to enter the new year trusting in the name of
your Son and walking in the way of his peace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

FIRST LESSON - Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

! There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under
heaven: 2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time
to uproot, * a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a
time to build, * a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn
and a time to dance, ° a time to scatter stones and a time to gather
them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, ® a time to search and a
time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, ' a time to
tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, ® a
time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.

° What does the worker gain from his toil? '° | have seen the burden
God has laid on men. ** He has made everything beautiful in its time.
He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom
what God has done from beginning to end. *2 | know that there is
nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live. **
That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil—
this is the gift of God.

PSALM 8 on page 67
SECOND LESSON - Revelation 21:1-6

! Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. ° |
saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling
of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. * He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away.”

> He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true.”

® He said to me: “It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End.

VERSE OF THE DAY - Psalm 119:105

Alleluia. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL - Matthew 25:31-46

31 <\\hen the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. ** All the nations will
be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. * He will
put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

3 «“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for
you since the creation of the world. ** For | was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, *® I needed clothes and
you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison
and you came to visit me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?



When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? ** When did we see you sick or in prison and go to
visit you?’

40 «The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

* «“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. ** For
I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, ** I was a stranger and you did not invite me
in, 1 needed clothes and you did not clothe me, | was sick and in prison
and you did not look after me.’

* «“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not
help you?>* “He will reply, I tell you the truth, whatever you did not
do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.”*® “Then they
will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

HYMN - 72 “O Lord, Our Father, Thanks and Praise”

SERMON - Revelation 21:1-6
“Everything New!”

NICENE CREED
OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

THE SACRAMENT - We invite those who agree with the teachings
of this church and of the WELS to partake of the true body and blood
of Jesus Christ.

DISTRIBUTION

310- «“I Come, O Savior, to Your Table”
BLESSING

HYMN - 62 “Joy to the World”



