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ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 22, 2023

HYMN - 393 “Savior, When in Dust to You”

We follow the order of Evening Prayer on page 2135.
OPENING

HYMN OF LIGHT (page 216)

PRAYER

M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a
close. Stay with us, and warm our hearts with your forgiving love
in Christ. By your Word keep our faith burning brightly, that we
may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this
world. Come and bless us as we worship you—~Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

PSALM 141 (page 217)

M: Let the incense of our prayers rise before you, O Lord, and let your
mercy descend on us, that we may sing your praises with the
Church on earth and forever in heaven; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

PSALM 51 (page 51)

M: Almighty and merciful Father, you freely forgive those who, as
David of old, acknowledge and confess their sins. Create in us pure
hearts, and wash away all ours sins in the blood of your dear Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

FIRST READING - Isaiah 59:12-20

2 For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins testify against us.
Our offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge our iniquities:

B rebellion and treachery against the LORD, turning our backs on our
God, inciting revolt and oppression, uttering lies our hearts have
conceived. ' So justice is driven back, and righteousness stands at a
distance;

truth has stumbled in the streets, honesty cannot enter. ° Truth is
nowhere to be found, and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey.

The LORD looked and was displeased that there was no justice.

16 He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to
intervene; so his own arm achieved salvation for him, and his own
righteousness sustained him. ' He put on righteousness as his
breastplate, and the helmet of salvation on his head; he put on the
garments of vengeance and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak.

™ According to what they have done, so will he repay wrath to his
enemies and retribution to his foes; he will repay the islands their due.
Y From the west, people will fear the name of the LORD, and from the
rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. For he will come like a
pent-up flood that the breath of the LORD drives along. 2’ “The
Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their sins,’
declares the LORD.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

b

GOSPEL - Matthew 6:1-6,16-21

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in
heaven.

2«So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. * But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, * so that your giving may be in secret. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.



>«And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. ® But
when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you.

16 «“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they
disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward in full. 7 But when you fast, put oil on
your head and wash your face, '® so that it will not be obvious to others
that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

Y «Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. ?° But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy,
and where thieves do not break in and steal. *! For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

HYMN - 650 “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful”
SERMON - John 11

“His Final Steps Led to a Tomb”
SONG OF MARY (page 220)
OFFERING
LORD, HAVE MERCY (page 221)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made

and always forgive those who turn to you. Create in us such new
and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our sins and obtain
your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

: Amen.

PRAYER
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works

C:

come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies, that
we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus
Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

HOLY COMMUNION — We invite those who hold membership in this
church or any church in fellowship with WELS, to partake of the true
body and blood of Jesus Christ.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - 653 “Lord, to You I Make Confession”

BLESSING

HYMN - 823 “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
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