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CHOIR - 423 “The Power of the Cross”
READING — Isaiah 52:13-53:12

1 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and
highly exalted. '* Just as there were many who were appalled at
him—his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his
form marred beyond human likeness—'> so will he sprinkle many
nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they
were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will
understand.

> Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the

LORD been revealed? * He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and
like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us
to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

? He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar
with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he took up our infirmities
and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God,
smitten by him, and afflicted. > But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

® We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. ” He was
oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so
he did not open his mouth. ® By oppression and judgment he was taken
away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from
the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was
stricken.

? He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his
mouth. '° Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to
suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will
see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will
prosper in his hand.

' After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and be
satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities. '> Therefore I will give him a
portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the
strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered
with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.

PSALM 22

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for
whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given
over into the hands of the wicked, and to suffer death upon the cross.
Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

C: Amen.

FIRST WORD - Luke 23:26-34

2% As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from
Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross
on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 2’ A large number of
people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for
him. 2 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do
not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. % For
the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless
women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never
nursed!” ** Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and
to the hills, “Cover us!”” * For if people do these things when the
tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”



%2Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be
executed. ¥ When they came to the place called the Skull, they
crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the
other on his left. **Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting
lots.

HYMN —436:1 “The Seven Words”

SECOND WORD - Luke 23:38-43

% There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING
OF THE JEWS. **One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at
him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” “0But the other
criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are
under the same sentence? **We are punished justly, for we are getting
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” ** Then
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
*8 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”
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THIRD WORD - John 19:26-27

%®\When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he
loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your
son,” #"and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on,

this disciple took her into his home.
HYMN -436:3 “The Seven Words”

FOURTH WORD - Matthew 27:45-49

*>From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the
land. *® About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud
voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?”). * When some of those standing there
heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” *® Immediately one of them
ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff,
and offered it to Jesus to drink. *° The rest said, “Now leave him alone.
Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”
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FIFTH WORD - John 19:28-29

28| ater, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” ® A jar of
wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge
on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.
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SIXTH WORD - John 19:30

%9\When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With
that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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SEVENTH WORD — Luke 23:44-46

* 1t was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon, ** for the sun stopped shining. And the
curtain of the temple was torn in two. *® Jesus called out with a loud
voice, “Father, into your hands | commit my spirit.” When he had
said this, he breathed his last.
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SERMON
“His Final Steps Led to the Place of the Skull”

OFFERING
PRAYER

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you have revealed your saving
name to the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Protect us
from the assaults of the evil one, and help us remain faithful to
your Word so that in every adversity we may stand firm in our
faith and give ourselves fully to our Savior’s work.

C: Defend us by the power of Jesus’ name.

~4~



C:

Almighty God, you rule over all things for the good of your
people. Preserve us from divisive spirits and false teachers. Give
all true pastors and teachers the grace to proclaim Christ joyfully
in word and deed so that all who hear them may come to know
their Savior better and be strengthened for their lives of service,
through Christ our Lord.

Teach us to love your truth and walk in your ways.

Lord of all, you have established earthly government to keep
order in this dying world and to protect us from the disorder of
sin. Give to all rulers the wisdom to govern well and to all
citizens the desire to obey them, so that we may live peaceful
lives in all godliness and holiness, through Christ our Lord.

Give us faithful leaders who love justice.

Merciful Father, on all sides we are surrounded by danger from
wars and famine, from disease and pestilence, with the devil
begrudging us every minute of our lives. Protect us from all
these miseries so that your name may still be glorified in them
and so that we may safely pass through them to your heavenly
kingdom, through Christ our Lord.

Hold us safely in the palm of your hand.

Lord God, you sent your Son into the world to bear our griefs
and to carry our sorrows. Help those who are suffering for your
name’s sake and who are struggling against temptation, that they
may not be overwhelmed with sadness but find relief in your
grace, through Christ our Lord.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
HYMN - 433 “God Was There on Calvary”



