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HYMN - 240 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

INVOCATION 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C:   Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 

sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 

and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 

is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and 

in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 

given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our 

prayers. Be gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength 

to keep your commandments in all we say and do; through 
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Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

LESSON – Romans 4:18-25 

18
 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the 

father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall 

your offspring be.” 19
 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the 

fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a 

hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 
20

 Yet 

he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, 

but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 
21

 being 

fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 
22

 

This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 23
 The words 

“it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 
24

 but also 

for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe 

in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 
25

 He was 

delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 

justification. 

PSALM 119c 

M: Oh, how I love your law! 

C: I meditate on it all day long. 

M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 

C: for I meditate on your statutes. 

M: I have more understanding than the elders, 

C: for I obey your precepts. 

M: I have kept my feet from every evil path 

C: so that I might obey your Word 

M: I have not departed from your laws, 

C: for you yourself have taught me. 
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M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 

C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

GOSPEL - Matthew 9:9-13 

9
 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew 

sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and 

Matthew got up and followed him. 

10
 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax 

collectors and “sinners” came and ate with him and his disciples. 
11

 

When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does 

your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?” 

12
 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a 

doctor, but the sick. 
13

 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire 

mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners.” 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

HYMN - 596 “Let Me Be Yours Forever” 

SERMON – Romans 4:18-29 “Faith Like Abraham” 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the 

wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder your Word 

from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of 
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Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast 

faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN - 399 “To God Be the Glory” 

OFFERING - Offerings may be placed in the plate as you leave the 

sanctuary. 

HOLY COMMUNION – We invite those who agree with the 

teachings of this church and of the WELS to partake of the true 

body and blood of Jesus Christ. 

Those who desire to receive Holy Communion are asked to remain 

seated while the rest of the congregation is dismissed during hymn 

309. Ushers will dismiss from back to front.  

Communicants please pause in front of the elder to receive the 

bread in your hand. Then pause in front of pastor to take an 

individual cup from the tray.  

✠ ✠ ✠ 


