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HYMN - 386 “Now | Have Found the Firm Foundation”

INVOCATION

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that I am by nature
sinful and that | have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words,
and actions. | have done what is evil and failed to do what
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and
in eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in
my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son = and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY



M: Let us pray.

O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your
humble servants, who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us
always to ask according to your will that we may never fail to
obtain the blessings you have promised; through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
LESSON - 1 Kings 3:5-12

> At Gibeon the LoRD appeared to Solomon during the night in a
dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”
® Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your
servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and
righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great
kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this
very day.

"“Now, O LorD my God, you have made your servant king in
place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not
know how to carry out my duties.  Your servant is here among the
people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or
number. ° So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your
people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able
to govern this great people of yours?”

9 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. ** So
God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long
life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your
enemies but for discernment in administering justice, ** I will do
what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart,
so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there
ever be.

PSALM 119b



: Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees;
then I will keep them to the end.

: Give me understanding, and | will keep your law
and obey it with all my heart.

: Direct me in the path of your commands,
for there I find delight.

: Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
preserve my life according to your Word.

- Fulfill your promise to your servant,
so that you may be feared.

: How 1 long for your precepts!
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Preserve my life in your righteousness.

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

GOSPEL - Matthew 13:44-52

* “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When

a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all
he had and bought that field.

% “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for

fine pearls. * When he found one of great value, he went away and
sold everything he had and bought it.

" “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let

down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. * When it was full,
the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. *° This
is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and
separate the wicked from the righteous *° and throw them into the
fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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>l “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they

replied. °* He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law
who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the
owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as
well as old.”

APOSTLES’ CREED
HYMN - 418 “My God Will Never Leave Me”

SERMON -1 Kings 3:5-12

“Be Wiser Than Solomon”

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our
learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to
heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and = give you peace.

C: Amen.

HYMN - 414 “I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”
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OFFERING - Offerings may be placed in the plate as you leave the
sanctuary.
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