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HYMN - 369 “Now Let Us Come Before Him”
We follow Setting One on page 154.
CONFESSION

LORD, HAVE MERCY

HYMN - 603:1,5 “All Praise to God Who Reigns Above”

The Word
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to
think earnestly on the brevity of our lives and on the immensity of your
goodness. Help us to enter the new year trusting in the name of your
Son and walking in the way of his peace; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

FIRST READING — Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the
heavens:

2 atime to be born and a time to die,

a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,

3

4

5

6 atime to search and a time to give up,

a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,

a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,

a time for war and a time for peace.

7

8

PSALM 90
SECOND READING — Hebrews 13:5-8,14

3 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what
you have, because God has said,

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
%So we say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do
to me?”

7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider
the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. ® Jesus Christ is
the same yesterday and today and forever. * For here we do not have an
enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.
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All: Come to us, Em- / manuel
Come and set your / people free.

Refrain
GOSPEL — Matthew 25:1-13

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. ?Five of them were
foolish and five were wise. * The foolish ones took their lamps but did
not take any oil with them. * The wise ones, however, took oil in jars



along with their lamps. ® The bridegroom was a long time in coming,
and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

6«At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him!” 7“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their
lamps. ® The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil;
our lamps are going out.’

?«““No,” they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you.
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’

19«But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom
arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding
banquet. And the door was shut.

<[ ater the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,” they said, ‘open the door
for us!” *“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
B3 «“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

HYMN - 797 “I Know My Faith Is Founded”
SERMON — Matthew 25:13

“Faith Looks Forward”
NICENE CREED
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
OFFERING

THE SACRAMENT - We invite those who hold membership in this
church or any church in fellowship with WELS, to partake of the true
body and blood of Jesus Christ.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
654 “Jesus Sinners Does Receive”
660 “Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face”

HYMN - 951 “Lord, Now You Let Your Servant”
PRAYER

BLESSING
HYMN - 785 “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”



