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HYMN - 417 “It Was a Dark and Dismal Night”
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.
Almighty God, merciful Father,
I confess to you that | have not loved you with all my heart.
In what | have done and left undone,
I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.
I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.
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Silence for meditation

M: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
C: Cleanse me from my sins.

Release me from my guilt.

Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.

M: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to
die for all. For his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from
darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of

the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

EXHORTATION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and
has promised us the power to forgive and love each other. Relying
on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another.

All: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our

hearts, in our words, and in our actions.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us
your true body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and
death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and
promise that we may always partake of this Sacrament to our eternal
good, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING — Exodus 24:1-11

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to
worship at a distance, 2but Moses alone is to approach the Lord; the
others must not come near. And the people may not come up with
him.”

3When Moses went and told the people all the Lord’s words and
laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything the Lord has said we
will do.” * Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said.

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the
mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes
of Israel. > Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt
offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to
the Lord. ® Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the
other half he splashed against the altar. * Then he took the Book of the
Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do
everything the Lord has said; we will obey.”

8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This
is the blood of the covenantthat the Lord has made with you in
accordance with all these words.”
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¥ Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel
went up “®and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like
a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. * But God
did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they
saw God, and they ate and drank.

PSALM 116
SECOND READING -1 Corinthians 11:23-28

2 For | received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord
Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, **and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you;
do this in remembrance of me.” % In the same way, after supper he took
the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” % For whenever you eat
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.

2"30 then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood
of the Lord. ?® Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of
the bread and drink from the cup.

GOSPEL - John 13:1-15

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

% The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. *Jesus knew that the
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from
God and was returning to God; *so he got up from the meal, took off
his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. > After that,
he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?”

" Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you
will understand.”

8«No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
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Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

%“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands
and my head as well!”

10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their
feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every
one of you.” ™ For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was
why he said not every one was clean.

2\When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you understand what 1 have done for
you?” he asked them. *“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly
so, for that is what | am. ™ Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. *° | have set
you an example that you should do as | have done for you.

HYMN - 659 “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”
SERMON - Zechariah 13:1-2
“A Cleansing Fountain”

! “On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity. 2“On
that day, | will banish the names of the idols from the land, and they will
be remembered no more,” declares the LORD Almighty. “I will remove
both the prophets and the spirit of impurity from the land.

THE SACRAMENT - p. 165

We invite those who hold membership in this church or any church in
fellowship with WELS, to partake of the true body and blood of Jesus
Christ.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

653 — “Lord, to You | Make Confession”

662 — “Draw Near”

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR — During hymn 672, the Communion
vessels are removed and the altar is stripped in token of the Lord’s
abandonment by his disciples and in preparation for Good Friday.

HYMN - 672 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

This service concludes without a blessing.



Special Services

Good Friday
April 3,
9a at Zion
7:00p at Immanuel

Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service
April 5, 6:30a at Immanuel

Easter Breakfast
7:30a-9:30a at Immanuel
Menu:

French Toast
Sausages
Baked Goods
Yogurt
Coffee, Juice, Milk

Easter Service
8:45a at Zion
10:00a at Immanuel
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